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Leaders in the Green Building Revolution! 

2009 Award Winners 

ǒ Beyond Adobe & Doris 

Beranõs adobe home  

ǒ Steve Posse & Jack 

Clarkõs affordable hous-

ing home   

ǒ Jim Graves & Aude 

Stangõs Pine Canyon 

home  

ǒ Jana, David & Jennifer 

Carpenter for their Hill 

Top  Gardenõs Condos 

ǒ Kinney Construction 

Services, Roberts/Jones 

& Associates  & Robert 

Breunigõs Museum of 

Northern AZ Collection 

Center   

ǒ Youthbuild ð Collabora-

tive program through 

Coconino County Ca-

reer Services, Coconino 

Community College and 

Bothhands  

November 2009 

The Mixer   

 On November 14 th  the Coconino County Sustainable 

Building Program, in conjunction with the Northern Branch 

of the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC), hosted a very 

successful and informative Green Building Mixer at The 

Green Room.   The Mixer was the Flagstaff finale to the 2009 

annual USGBC GreenbuildÊ International Conference and 

Expo, Unwind in the Pines and Green Streets events and it 

provided the opportunity for the green community to net-

work, learn about the sustainable building currently going 

up in Coconino County and recognize some of 2009õs most 

outstanding contributors.   Among the attendees were a vari-

ety of green building advocates, each with their own ways of 

participating in the movement. Through the course of the 

evening they highlighted the many benefits of sustainable 

development and showed their pride in helping to bring our 

community to the forefront of the essential green building 

revolution.  

Attendees  
Some of the participants were home-

owners, there to share and gather 

ideas and who had the wisdom and 

foresight to build green.  Marvin Got-



felty and his wife, Marie Jones, are in the process of building their house con-

structed out of recycled shipping containers as well as other recycled materials and 

are including eco friendly features such as a water harvesting system and both 

passive and active solar energy collection.  As proud as he is of his homeõs green 

features, one of the best aspects of the home is just how comfortable it is.  The pas-

sive solar in particular makes for a home with a lot of mood lifting natural light 

and a stable, comfortable temperature.   This project is scheduled to receive Cocon-

ino Countyõs Sustainable Building Award at next yearõs award ceremony. 

 Thad Johnson, an architectural designer and 

owner of Solar Terra LLC  and Mike Tulloss, a general 

contractor with Stilley -Tulloss Design Build Group, are 

currently constructing a high efficiency off -grid home 

that is also scheduled to receive the Countyõs Sustain-

able Building Award in 2010.   At the event, they high-

lighted one of their homes in the program and talked 

about the many features and benefits of their latest 

project.  The home is healthy for one thing, with no VOC emissions.  It has lower 

sound levels due to adequate insulation, maintains a low cost and comfortable tem-

perature utilizing thermal mass passive solar, and it too boasts ample levels of 

natural light.  Along with meeting its own energy needs for heat and electricity, it 

also harvests its own rain water, utilizes grey water and employs solar water heat-

ing.  It is energy efficient, creating a low LPG bill and is durable, requiring very 

low maintenance.  Due to the sustainable design, the owners donõt have to worry 

about mold or repainting either.  In the long run, this sustainably built and com-

fortable home will save the owners money.   

 Not all sustainable building projects being displayed that evening were resi-

dential. Beaver Street Brewery co -owner Winnie Hanseth and her daughter, Kelly 



Hanseth, were there showcasing their new project, the Lumberyard Taproom and 

Grill. This project is a wonderful example of blending historical preservation and 

city infill design while incorporating several 

other sustainable features such as utilizing 

reclaimed water for landscaping.  

 Local business owners such as Silas 

Page, who also attended the annual Green-

buildÊ conference and owns the AP Saw-

mill, came to the mixer to support friends 

receiving awards that evening and to net-

work.  In his business he works with local 

contractors, helping them build sustainably by using locally sourced and processed 

wood products.  This local production not only helps reduce carbon emissions and 

supports the local economy, but also promotes forest restoration through healthy 

logging in Northern Arizona.  With the economy down, says Page, green building 

has been the only profitable niche left in construction.   

 

 Also highlighted at the event were USGBC Leadership in Energy and Envi-

ronmental Design (LEED) Certified projects throughout Flagstaff and Coconino 

County. Northern Arizona Universityõs (NAU) Applied Research and Development 

building received LEED Platinum certification due to its efficient design, renew-

able technology and innovative sustainable concepts. Other NAU LEED Gold certi-

fied buildings include the Engineering and Technology Building and the W.A. 

Frank College of Business. NAUõs South Campus Recreation Field features syn-

thetic grass, recycled drainage material and many other sustainable innovative 

practices that led this project to LEED Silver certification.  Other projects on track 

for LEED Gold are the Extended Campus Facility with its energy and water effi-

cient design, the  Health and Learning Center (also employing efficient design and 


